The Fast Track service at the
Comprehensive Breast Center,
part of the Baystate Regional Cancer
Program, with services provided by
Baystate Medical Center, significantly
reduces the time between an abnormal
mammogram and biopsy, and more
importantly, through coordination of
care, reduces the time from abnormal
mammogram to definitive treatment.

Increased Efficiency

Without the Fast Track service, if an abnor-
mality is suspected after your mammogram,
you would discuss the findings with your
doctor who would order a biopsy, schedule
an appointment, then review the biopsy
results. If anything further is needed, such
as surgical excision or assessment for risk-
reducing medications, separate appoint-
ments must be made. Weeks might pass
while this process moves along.

With Fast Track, your physician agrees

in advance that if an abnormality is de-
tected on your mammogram, permission is
granted to perform a biopsy, if indicated.
The next steps happen right away. A nurse
practitioner at the Comprehensive Breast
Center assumes coordination of your care,
completing a health history, performing a
physical, and scheduling the ultrasound
and core biopsy as soon as possible.

Having a clinician examine the breasts
prior to a biopsy to see if the lesion can be
felt provides valuable information. In most
cases, we can make your appointment for
that very day or the next business day.

Exceptional Care

Fortunately, most breast lumps and abnor-
mal mammograms are benign. However, if
you are found to have a high risk lesion or
breast cancer, the next steps are carefully
planned.

Our breast surgeons, medical oncologists,
and radiation oncologists work together to
evaluate treatment and discuss options with
you. Expert radiologists present the imaging
findings, which are integrated with the biopsy
results, and breast pathologists review details
from biopsy and surgical specimens under the
microscope. This multidisciplinary group of
clinicians provides consensus as to your best
treatment options, which may also include
clinical trials.

To schedule an appointment for your
annual mammogram, call 413-794-2222.

For more information, call 413-794-9338 or
visit baystatehealth.org/cbc.



Sometimes the waiting is the

hardest part. Like when you learn
there is an abnormality on your
mammogram and you need
additional testing. While the
time between the mammogram
and the biopsy might only be

a week or two, it feels like a

lifetime to you.

Directions

Baystate’s Comprehensive Breast Center
3400 Main Street, Springfield, MA

From the East: Take Exit 6 off the Massachusetts

Turnpike. Beyond the toll booth, turn left on Route
291. Remain on 291 until it merges with Route 91
North. Follow the Northampton sign. Take Exit 10
“Main Street.” Turn left at the stop sign on Main
Street. The Comprehensive Breast Center is the
third building on the left after the lights.

From the West: Take Exit 4 off the Massachusetts

Turnpike. Take Route 91 South after the toll booth.
Stay on Route 91 South and take Exit 11 “Birnie
Avenue.” Take a sharp right off the exit. Follow
Birnie Avenue north. Take the next right on Walter
Street. At the lights, take a left on Main Street. The
Comprehensive Breast Center is the third building
on the left.

From the North: Take Route 91 southbound. Take
Exit 11 “Birnie Avenue.” Take a sharp right off the
exit. Follow Birnie Avenue north. Take the next
right on Walter Street. At the lights, take a left on
Main Street. The Comprehensive Breast Center is
the third building on the left.

From the South: From Route 91 northbound, take
Exit 10 “Main Street.” Turn left at the stop sign on
Main Street. The Comprehensive Breast Center is
the third building on the left after the lights.
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